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HB 152 would add a new section to Chapter 149A, Hawaii Revised
Statutes, providing for attachment of warning signs to roadside
pesticide spraying vehicles.
Our statement on this bill does not constitute an
institutional position of the University of Hawaii.
Some provision of public notification at the site of roadside
pesticide spraying was a recommendation of the Roadside Spraying
Task Force in its report to last year's legislature. However, the
measures adopted in this bill go beyond what the task force
intended. All that was envisioned was a sign saying that roadside
spraying was in progress, along with a telephone number which
people could call for further information. We foresee several
problems with what is proposed here:
1) The psychological effect of a "skull and crossbones" sign
is likely to be disproportionate to the actual human
health risk.
2) The level of detail provided in the proposed warning is
excessive and unnecessary.
3) Reactions of passing motorists (e.g., slowing down,
averting eyes to read sign, etc.) raise the possibility
of a vehicular accident and generally create an unsafe
situation.
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